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Abstract

This article aims to study legal problems relating to restriction of mass media rights
and liberties, focusing on analysis of effects in Thailand. The ultimate goal is to assert that mass
media rights and liberties are restricted or controlled by a lot of legislations. As a result, media
members are deprived of the press freedom, which is a part of the spirit of Constitution of Thai

Kingdom B.E. 2560.

The study shows that mass media’s performance is restricted and controlled by a
large number of legislations. As a result, media members fail to relay message from the
government to the public in the ultimate approach: straight and fast. Moreover, media
members are barred from scrutinizing the government or public officials directly and
efficiently. There should be an act providing the rights and liberties of mass media. The new
legislation should guarantee their rights and liberties as press freedom is an important element

of a democratic society with the Rule of Law serving as the vital foundation.
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" Bunjerd Singkhaneti et al., Mechanisms as Provided in Section 41 of the Constitution of Thai Kingdom B.E. 2540
2540 (Research Report) (Bangkok: Thai Journalist Association, 2005), 29-45. [In Thai]
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% Masao Horibe, Press Law in Japan, in Press Law in Modern Democracies: A Comparative Study (New York: Longman,
1985), 315-318.

* Boonnam Sopha-uthok, “Press Freedom to Report and Opinion Expression as Provided in the Constitution of Thai
Kingdom,” (Master’s thesis, Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University, 2005), 70-73. [In Thai]
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